
 

  

  

   

  

Reggae is an important type of rock music from Jamaica.  It origins can be 

found in Mento, Ska and Rock Steady.  Reggae changed the traditional rock 

patterns by allowing the guitar to play the off-beat chords, while the bass 

guitar played melodic patterns.   

 

  

  

 

Reggae 

Started during the 
early 1970s in 

Jamaica 

Associated with 
Rastifarianism 

(including wearing their 
hair in dreadlocks and 
woollen hats in green, 

gold and red.  

Mixture of 
Mento, Ska and 
Rock Steady. 

Slow 44 time with 
accents on the 2nd 

and 4th beat. 

Harmonies are 
often limited to a 
few chords, which 
are repeated many 
times in the same 

sequence. 

Loud bass riff 
played on bass 

guitar. 

Lyrics sung in a 
Jamaican dialect and 

often about local 
people and events. 

Questions 
1. Where does Reggae come from? 
2. What other musical styles does it use? 
3. What are Reggae songs about? 
4. What musical features does Reggae have? 
5. What is a riff? 
6. Find out about one or more Reggae artist. © 2000, L. Shannon 
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